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The Al Khalifa of Bahrain is a long-standing dynasty that has established dispute resolution measures to 
overcome intra-tribal ambitions for power and wealth, replacing extra-constitutional rulership succession with 
primogeniture. Since their control over Bahrain began in 1783 until the British withdrawal from the Gulf in 
1971, the Al Khalifa introduced ten senior ruling shaykhs, seven of whom experienced turbulent successions, 
and faced in-house rivalries and power-seeking disputes.

     This book provides valuable insights into how the Al Khalifa tribe managed to shape and maintain their 
patrimonial rule for over 240 years, ultimately emerging as one of the most prevailing and enduring royal 
families in the region today. It delves into their strategies and tactics for overcoming local contexts, external 
challenges, and intra-tribal rivalries.

     The book is an essential read for anyone interested in the history and politics of Bahrain and the Gulf region.

BAHRAIN’S SURVIVING DYNASTY
The Al Khalifa’s Rulership Struggles and Successions
1783–1932

Mohamed Matar

Markets
University and Special Libraries
National Libraries,
Policy-makers, Government Departments, 
Students of Middle East History

Middle Eastern Studies, Gulf Studies, Politics,
Middle Eastern History

Key Subjects

Mohamed Matar
Journalist for the BBC
PhD University of Exeter

About the Author(s)/Editor(s)Series
Exeter Critical Gulf Studies, vol. 3

9783959941679

90 EUR

2023/06

286

All prices are net prices (without VAT) and exclusive of postage
85 GBP

ISBN 978-3-95994-166-2

9 783959 941662 >

ISBN

Publication Date:

Bibliographic record available from
https://d-nb.info/1287053483

pages

HC 9783959941662

 eBook ISBN

HC price

eBooks available from JSTOR, Proquest & Ebsco

HC

Gerlach Press  •  Middle East & Islamic Studies  •  Berlin & London  •  Fidicin Strasse 29  •  D-10965 Berlin (Kreuzberg)  •  Germany
Telephone +49.30.32303-111  •  Facsimile +49.30.323 56 67  •   office@gerlach-press.de  •  www.gerlachpress.com




